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~ I 1 unit 

n • i Th M ^NG~DAfP^nh^ __IEdwm A. Leon 

Per.od for Rep ly ^ £ ^^^^ 
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Applicant(s) 
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A SHORTENED ST 1 W!th corr^^ 

■ niuimefy filed, may reduce any 

J)H Responsive ,o communicates) fi ,ed on 7/t2m 
2am This action is FINAL 

3)D Since this application i,- Th,s action is non-final. 

6) K Claim(s)i29 is/arerejected 

7) D Claim® is/are objected to. 

8) D Claimfs) arpc..h;«w* 
Application P.p. „ SU '" eC ' 10 res " f *" «n*or election requirement. 

'°)U The drawng( s ) ffled on ^ 

'« The proposed ora *„ g eo.ec, tZn" * ^ " *— - 37 <« '■«« 

I, ap P ,„ VM , ^ ^ ^ « approved b,Q disapproved by „, ^ 

13)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim f „ P f • 

»in.. K,r-, - ^ eof aclarmforfore.gn priority under as. ic - — 

" Vl - J ' *° m e - c)U None of- s " or (0. 

1.Q CWM copies of ,„e p rt „ rtly documems have 

•*e, h e^S^^^^ 
«)□ A*r«,ed 3 rnen. is ma<1 e of . cJl" h ^ ^ rece ^- 

Attac hm ent (s , a,m for dom **c pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 aX 121 

IjDNotice of References Cited (PT0^92, 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Response to Amendment 


amended, and new Claim 29 has been added h k 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

] Thef0,IOWin9iSaqUO,a,i °— pp r op ri a t epa r a gra p hsof35usc ^ , 
form the bask for «,„ "-o.u. 102 that 

Aper S „„ s „ alll)eenMe<(to3i)atentuntess _ 
3- -3,7,5, 18 , 22 . 25and27arer . eo(ed 

anticipated by Denovich et al n 1 1 o , 1 ' be,n9 
* <U S ' Pa ' en ' No - 6 ' 25 ^21). With recard to Rtafa » . , 

" Den °* h « al **~ a teispiice connector ,110, co " • ■ _ """" " 


a 
is 
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of at least two different materials. See Figs. 6-10. 

With regard to Claim 8, Denovich et al Hicm™ «. 
nn ,. M 6t a '- d ' SCl0Ses the crim P'ng device (1 14) being 

positioned in the housing (1 12) adiarpnMh* h 

91 ^ adjacent tne channel (166). See Figs. 6-10. 

With regard to Claim 9, Denovich et al hich™ 

h Gt al - dlscloses a cr 'mping portion (168) See 

Figs. 6-10. 

168) m the crimping portion (168). See Figs. 6-10. 

^^^^^^^^^ 

opening ,168, co mmu „ica t ^ with the channel ,166,. See Rgs 6 10 

*hre 9anlt oC,a i n l 1 2 , D eno vi o h e ( a,. disclosesthefirs((116)andsecond 

defined by ,he two opposing sides. See Figs. 6-10. 

«h regard t0 Cairn 13, Denovicn e, al. d,s,oses ,ne cn mpin g portion (168) 

With regard to Claim 14, Denovich et al ni^e 

novicn et al. discloses a connecting plate (124) 

adjacent the channel (166). See Figs. 6-10. 

With regard to Claim 1 5, Denovich et al discloses a tPknr , 

a 'scioses a telsplice stick device (1 10) 
comprising: a first connector (Fiq 1 0 ) havinr, a h« • ,< 

( '9- 10) havmga housing (112) andopposing sides; anda 
second connector (Fig. 10) having a housina (11?) 

9 nousmg (112) and oppos.ng sides; wherein at least 
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one of the opposing sides of the first connector (Fio 1 m 

n „. ™ector(F,g.iO), s removable connected to one 

of .he s,des of the second connector ,Fig. 10) . See Figs. 6-10. 

With regard to Claim 1 8, Denovich et al discloses th. h„ 

a '°'scloses the housings (112) being 
formed of a nonconductive material. See Figs. 6-10 

" h0US ' n9 ° bei " 9 f0 ™ ed * 3 — ~ve materi, See Figs. , 

«hreg a rd,„c,aim23,Oenov,che,a,.disclosesacrimpingdevice (114)being 
positioned in each of the housinas n 1 ^ »w . 9 

SeeFigs.6-10. ^™«*«*-""-<»»-*- therein. 

~rs (Fig. 1 0, fu^er including a crimping portion ,168,. See Figs 6-10 

*h regard to C,ai m 25 , Oeno.cb et a,, discloses a connecting plate ,124, 
adjacent to the channel (166). See Figs. 6-10. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4 The ,ollow ' n 3 's a quotation of 35 U S C im/,i „ , 

b U 1 03 < a > forms the basis for all 
obv,ousness rejections set forth in this Office action- 

mmmmtm* 
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* C ^«,an d1 9-21are r e j ec,e< i under35 U .S.C. 1 03,a) a s b ein 3 
unpa,en tab ,e over DenoviO e, a,. (U.S. Pa.en, Ho. 6,254,421 , Denovicn e, a, 

^^^^^^^^ 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

e- C,ai ms ,6- 1 7, 2 6and28a rer e j eo t e du n d e r 35U.S.C. IC^asbeino 

P-n, No. 4,2 19 ,2 49 , Deno.cn e t a,. disCoses „ Calmed invention except fof ^ ' 
use of ultrasonic weld »o connec, the firs, and seoond connectors 

Figs. 1-3 and Column 2, Lines 15-33. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to on* ^ ^ . .. 

" -«»«iysMiiin mean to modify the 

connec t oro f Oenovicne t a, byu sln 3u , l rason i cwe,d t oconnec tth econnec t orsas 
^InTe.aud.oo^naneasvandaccornpl^dweld^een.econnec.or, 
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Response to Arguments 


™ or0 noneo fth e.oo Pposing5ides , acrimpjngporBon 

^^^^^^^^^ 

Hutchison, 69 USPQ 138. 

'n response ,o App,icanrs argu m en» regarding C,ai ms 3 and 18 ma, the 
Oenov i c h e t , ref erencedoe 5 no t s h ow th e h ous i ng bei ngo f nonconduc tiV e m a t er i a l , 
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Applicant's attention is directed to Column 3 Lines 56 5fi in 

<umn o, Lines 56-58 in which Denovich discloses 

the housing being insulative. 

in response ,o Applies argument regarding Claims 1 9-21 «ha, t he Denovich e, 
al. reference does no, show ,he housings being formed of a polycarbona,e materia, a 
polyester materia,, or a po, y pro Py ,ene materia,. As mentioned in the rejection the ' 

art a, the ,,me the invention was made to form the housings of a poiycarbona.e materia, 
a po,yes,er material, or a polypropylene materia,, since it has been held to be within the' 
9 enera,ski„ofaworker in the ar, to se,ec, a Known material on the basis of its suitably 
for the intended use as matter of obvious design choice. /„ re Les h in, 125 USPQ 416 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See /„ re Keller, 642 F.2d 413 208 

USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); ,„ re Merc, & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed Cir 

1986). 

in response to App,icanfs argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
-rences, the Examiner recognizes tha, references cannot be arbitrarily combined and 
•ha, .here must be some reason why one skilled in the art would be motivated to make 
the proposed combination o, primary and secondary references. In re Nomlys 1 84 
USPQ 607 (CCPA 1 975,. However, there ,s no retirement tha, a motivation to make 
•he modification be expressly articulated. The tes, for combining references is what the 
combination of disclosures taken as a whole would sugges, ,o one of ordinary skill in ,he 
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art. In re McLaughlin, 170 USPQ 209 (CCPA 1971). References are evaluated by what 
they suggest to one versed in the art, rather than by their specific disclosures. In re 
Bozek, In this case, it is weel known in the art of electrical connector the use of 
ultrasonic welding to connect two separate connectors as taught in Teytaud. Therefore, 
the Examiner considers that it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the 
art to connect the connectors of Denovich et al. by using ultrasonic weld as taught in 
Teytaud to obtain an easy and accomplished weld between the connectors. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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9- Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier ™ 

n or earller communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edwin A I »An ,.,h . , 

" A ' U ° n Whose tele P h one "umber is (703) 308- 

~' P —Bradle y can hereachedon ,703,308,319. Thetaxphone 
^"^^"•^.^^^ 

308-7722 for reguiar communications and (703, 308-77^ for A«er Fine, 

communications. 

Any inquiry ofagenera, nature or reiating to the status of this action or 
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